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PILOT'S STRANGE LEGACY

A U.S. flier inherits souvenirs N
l‘;"

from man who shot him down

A brief, long-forgotten battle between two fighter pnl«-b 18 vears ago
h'c'-'nll) received one of the most surpnsing commemorations of
World War I1. With it goes a strange legacy to a U.S. Air Force major.
The doghight took place above Tunis on Dec. 18, 1942. A German
Me 109 surprised an American P-38 and shot it down. The pilot para-
chuted. As he drifted toward the German-held airfield, the Me 109
circled him. Moments later conqueror and victim met on the ground.

The American pilot, Licut. Norman L. Widen of Onalaska, Wis.,
shook hands with Sgt. Anton Hafner, 24, a German ace with 81 kills
to his credit. He gave Hafner his pilot’s wings and the plane’s serial
»d a visit after the war.

identification. They spoke briefly and sugg
Widen then was led away to internment as a prisoner. Hafner fought
on until he was killed on the Russian front in 1944, Before he died he
had flown 795 missions, had downed 204 planes and left his brother,
Alfons, a request to find someday the American P-38 pilot and give
him one of his decorations. With the help of the US. Air Force and
some vivid pictures of the incident (next page), Hafner finally located
Widen, now stationed at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Montana. Ma-
jor Widen expects to fly to Germany to receive his novel remem.

4 £ Roals N
) ce O e C wendship—fro ne of 18 vears ago.
AMERICAN VICTIM, Licut. Norman brance of respect—and (riendship—from an enemy years ag GERMAN ACE, Licut. Anton Hafner

Widen was 24.vear-old pilot in 1942, was one of most decorated fliers of war,

MAJOR WIDEN, NOW ON DUTY WITH THE AIR DEFENSE COMMAND, EXPLAINS MODEL F-101 JET TO SON PETER, 8, AS ELIZABETH, 6, AND HIS WIFE WATCH _
1
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TAIL DRAGING?

SWAYING ON CURVES? Without Monroe Super Load-Levelers®, loaded car sways and
swings as it rounds curves; passengers are thrown from side to side. Tires wear faster.

Your car will ride its level best with Monroe Super
Load-Leveler® stabilizing units that give you a safe,
level, comfortable ride under all road conditions.
Even if you're towing a trailer, or if your car is
heavily loaded with passengers and luggage, Super
Load-Levelers will keep it on even keel . . . without
“tail drag” or side sway.

With Super Load-Levelers, your rear bumper
and exhaust pipe will safely clear rough bumps
and steep driveways, without that frightening
“scrunch”. You'll get that surefooted, “sports
car” feel on tight curves. You'll also like the easier
steering and longer tire life you get with Monroe
Super Load-Levelers.

Have Super Load-Levelers installed today in
less than 30 minutes at your car dealer’s, repair
shop or service station. You'll be amazed at the
really big difference they make!

FREE! “How to Improve Your Car's Safety
and Comfort™ is the title of a fact-packed
12-page booklet on Shock Absorbers pub-
lished in the March issue of POPULAR
MECHANICS. You can get your free copy by
writing: Monroe Auto Equipment Company,
Monroe, Michigan,

SCRAPING ON DRIVEWAYS! Monroe Super “BOTTOMING™ ON BUMPS? Without Monroe
Load.-Levelers put an end to this common Super Load-Levelers, car hits bottom, with
annoyance by increasing road clearance of frightening noise and possible damage.

even heavily loaded cars.

MONROE AUTO EQUIPMENT COMPANY + MONROE, MICHIGAN
In Canada, MONROR-ACMELTD., Toronto. Ontario « In Mexico, MRX-FAR, Box 28154, Mexico City
WORLD'S LARGEST MAKER OF RIDE CONTROL PRODUCTS, INCLUDING MONRO-MATIC* SHOCK ABSORBERS
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PILOT'S LEGACY cowmmueo

P-38 BURNS near an mrﬁelcl in Tunis after Hafner shot it down, This and the
picture below first appeared in the war-time Nazi propaganda magazine Signal.

DOWNED PILOT Widen approaches Germans \ulh his hands up and para.
chute dragging. He had been afraid he would be shot while descending in chute,




What do DOCTORS do for

TENSE,NERVOU
HEADACHES ?

A SURVEY SHOWS 3 OUT OF 4 DOCTORS
RECOMMEND THE INGREDIENTS IN ANACIN

To obtain fast relief from pain of headache,
neuritis or neuralgia—why not take what
3 out of 4 doctors recommend—the ingredients
in Anacin!

Anacin gives a better total efect in pain relief
than aspirin or any buffered aspirin. Here
is why. Mere aspirin or even aspirin with
buffering contains only one pain reliever
and no special medication to relax nervous
tension. But Anacin is a combination of
medically proven ingredients, including spe-
cial medication, which relieves pain incred-
ibly fast, also relaxes nervous tension and
releases painful pressure on nerves. Anacin
Tablets are safer, too. They have a smoother
action and do not irritate or upset the
stomach. Buy Anacin today.

FOR FAST,
FAST, FAST
RELIEF! J

NG
ANACIN

FAST PAIN RELIEF

HEADACHE * NEURALGIA
NEURITIS

Bettern

than aspirin
or aspirin
with buffering

for PAIN
RELIEF

Most headaches are caused by
tension that presses on nerves.
Anacin contains special medi-
cation that relaxes tenmsion,
releases pressure and relieves
pain fast. This special medi-
cation is not obtainable in as-
pirin or any buffered aspirin.
That's why Anacin gives a
“better total effect”—more
complete relief from pain.

Largest Selling

PAIN

RELIEVER
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FRIENDLY ENCOUNTER between Hafner (left) and Widen occurs near the
wreckage. Hafner gave Widen a cigaret; Widen clowned in German helmet.

HAFNER'S SOUVENIRS of the dogfight, still kept by his brother, include
Widen's pilot’s wings and the serial number from Lockheed-built P-38 plane.

Tals v:;"‘

WIDEN'S LEGACY, displayed by brother Alfons in Ahrweiler, Germany, in-
cludes Anton’s pilot’s wings, Deutsches Kreuz in gold and oil portrait on wall.



